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TB case notifications and rates England, 2000 - 2015 

Time between entry to the UK and TB notification 
for non-UK born cases, England, 2006 – 2015 

1 - The annual TB report: Tuberculosis in England, 
2016 report summary (presenting data to end of 2015)  
 

The annual TB report was published at the end of September 2016. The report 
described the recent epidemiology of TB in England, providing an update on trends 
and burden of TB at a national and sub-national level. It also presented data on the 
implementation of the UK pre-entry TB screening programme, the national roll-out of 
systematic latent TB infection (LTBI) testing, and BCG vaccination coverage 
estimates.  
 

Key points  
 

 a total of 5,758 TB cases were notified in England in 2015, a rate of 10.5 per 
100,000 population, a further reduction of one-third since the peak of 8,280 cases 
in 2011 (15.6 per 100,000)  

 the reduction in the number of 
TB cases in England in the past year has 
occurred in both the non-UK born 
population and the UK born population, 
and in all regions of the country  

 the number of cases and rate of TB in the 
non-UK born population in England have 
declined year-on-year since 2011, with a 
decrease of more than 10% each year 
since 2012  

 the rate of TB in the non-UK born 
population was 15 times higher than in the UK born population in 2015, and 73% 
(4,087) of cases were non-UK born  

 the decline in the number of cases in the non UK-born population has occurred 
particularly among new migrants 

 the majority (60%) of non-UK born 
cases occurred among those who 
have lived in the UK more than six 
years  

 the rate of TB in the UK born 
population declined in 2015, with a 
decrease of 23% since the peak in 
2012  

 the majority (60%) of UK born cases 
were from the White ethnic group, 
although rates in non-White ethnic 
groups were between three and 19 
times higher  

 there is now a consistent downward trend in the number of TB cases in the UK 
born population, down from 2,005 in 2012 to 1,550 in 2015  

 there is evidence of a reduction in TB transmission in England in recent years, 
with reducing rates of TB in UK born children, and a reduction in the proportion of 
TB cases in a strain-typing cluster  

 the number and proportion of TB cases with multi-drug resistance / rifampicin 
resistance (MDR/RR-TB) has decreased since 2011, with 54 cases (1.6%) with 
initial MDR/RR-TB in 2015. Ten of these cases had XDR-TB  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/403231/Collaborative_TB_Strategy_for_England_2015_2020_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/403231/Collaborative_TB_Strategy_for_England_2015_2020_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/555343/TB_Annual_Report_2016_GTW2309.pdf
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 there has been a continued reduction in the number and proportion of TB cases 
co-infected with HIV, down from the peak of 566 cases (7.8%) in 2005 to 197 
cases (3.2%) in 2014. The majority of TB-HIV co-infected cases were born in 
countries with high rates of both TB and HIV  

 in 2015, there has been a small reduction in the proportion of non-UK born cases 
who experienced a delay of more than four months from date of reported 
symptom onset to treatment start. However, long delays are still reported, with 
over a quarter of pulmonary cases having a delay of more than four months in 
2015  

 following more than ten consecutive years of improving outcomes for TB cases, in 
the past year there has been a slight reduction in the proportion of drug sensitive 
TB cases who had completed treatment by 12 months, from 85.4% to 84.5%  

 despite the reduction in overall TB cases, the number of cases with social risk 
factors (homelessness, drug or alcohol misuse or imprisonment) has not declined. 
The proportion of cases with at least one of these risk factors increased from 
9.8% in 2014 to 11.8% in 2015  

 TB cases with social risk factors are more likely to have pulmonary disease and 
drug resistance, and have worse TB outcomes; cases notified in 2014 with at 
least one social risk factor were more than twice as likely to have died or be lost 
to follow-up at 12 months compared with cases with no social risk factors  

 the recent decline in the incidence of TB in England is likely to reflect a 
combination of:  
o the impact of the UK TB pre-entry screening programme, which identified 382 

cases of active pulmonary TB in 2015  
o a reduction in the number of new migrants from high TB burden countries  
o improvements in TB control leading to a reduction in TB transmission  
o the early impact of testing and treating patients with latent TB infection (LTBI)  

 to continue to achieve year-on-year reductions in TB incidence, and the eventual 
elimination of TB as a public health problem in England, sustained work is 
required to deliver all 10 key areas for action in the Collaborative TB Strategy for 
England 2015-2020. Recommendations to achieve this are outlined at the end of 
this report. Specifically, it will be important to focus on:  
o reducing TB among migrants through LTBI testing and treatment  

o reducing diagnostic delay through awareness raising and improving 
accessibility of services  

o maintaining the quality of TB treatment and care services to ensure 
continued high treatment completion  

o addressing the social factors associated with TB, including the specific needs 
of under-served populations  

 
2 - LTBI testing and treatment programme progress 
 

59 high TB burden Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) were identified (TB rates 
≥20/100,000 population and/or TB case numbers ≥0.5% total TB notifications in 
England) and offered support to develop and implement LTBI testing and treatment 
programmes by NHS England in 2015/16. These plans were rolled forward into 
2016/17 and will be reviewed with those CCGs for 2017/18. The £10 million NHS 
England support was recurrent annually in 2015/16 and 2016/17 with further support 
confirmed for 2017/18.  
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LTBI progress 

 

The NHS England national team recently assessed CCGs’ LTBI programme 
progress in the first two quarters of 2016/17 to advise and consider CCGs positions 
for Q3 and Q4 funding. CCGs fell into a number of categories with about 30% making 
good progress or have in place a good recovery plan to ensure good progress, a 
further 15% have adjusted their plans and will achieve less activity than originally 
planned, 50% are behind schedule but implementing LTBI testing and treatment and 
a further 5% are behind schedule and unlikely to have robust programmes in place 
until 2017/18.  
 

A total of 48 CCGs (82% of 58 priority CCGs) have started LTBI testing as of 
December 2016. Most of the remaining CCGs have started LTBI programme 
preparatory work and are expected to commence testing early 2017. 
 

LTBI testing and treatment is coordinated through the TB Control Boards, together 
with local LTBI task and finish groups. The National TB team recommends that all TB 
Control Boards should have a LTBI task and finish group which meets regularly. 
These local groups are expected to report back to the National TB team via their TB 
Control Board.  
 

Map: Status of systematic LTBI testing in new migrants by CCG, England, 2015-2016 
(box shows enlarged map of London area) 
 

 
 

LTBI workshops 
 

London and the South of England TB Control Boards organised a LTBI workshop, 
held on 1 December 2016. The two TB Control Board programme managers worked 
with CCG LTBI TB leads and commissioners, GPs, LTBI project managers, LTBI 
programme providers, LTBI TB IT leads, TB Alert, NHS England and members of the 
national TB team on issues and challenges arising from implementing the LTBI 
testing and treatment programme. Group work and presentations included: 
 

 updates on LTBI programme progress in London and South of England 
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 data submission 

 data extraction 

 funding support for different parts of the LTBI pathway 

 monitoring activity 

 GP engagement 

 encouraging uptake of the LTBI test 

 solutions and recommendations to issues raised 
 

The learning from this workshop has been shared with the other TB Control Board 
programme managers with other regional workshops (West Midlands, East Midlands 
and Yorkshire and Humber) planned in February and March 2017. 

 
3 - The wider TB workforce  
 

Nationally it is recognised that TB teams and patient care includes other health and 
non-health care professionals, third sector organisations and community groups.  
 

A survey has been carried out of the wider TB support workforce and its findings and 
recommendations will be presented at a conference/workshop in London on 27 
February 2017. The conference will include: 
 

 The wider workforce contributions to TB services and care  

 The role of non TB services and the third sector in prevention, care and control of 
TB 

 Share models of interagency approaches to TB 

 Opportunity to present good practice and discuss local issues 

 Current trends in TB and TB strategy implementation update 

 Opportunities to network and learn from colleagues and those affected by TB 
 

Who should attend: 

 non clinical TB team members 

 TB service managers 

 Allied health care and non-health care professionals working with people affected 
by TB 

 CCG commissioners and TB leads 

 Commissioners and providers of services for the homeless, health in the justice 
system and alcohol and drug misusers including Local Authorities and Third 
Sector Organisations  

 

To find out more and register for a place please go to 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-wider-tb-workforce-national-conference-
tickets-29109968700  

 
4 - Healthmatters – TB infographics 
 

Healthmatters is a resource for health professionals and 
their partners produced by PHE to share PHE’s 
corporate priorities. The October 2016 edition of 
Healthmatters was produced by the national TB team, 
working with the Healthmatters team, and focused on 
presenting information on the Strategy and TB annual 
report in a useful and easily understood format. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-wider-tb-workforce-national-conference-tickets-29109968700
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-wider-tb-workforce-national-conference-tickets-29109968700
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2016/10/20/health-matters-reducing-the-burden-of-tuberculosis/
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2016/10/20health-matters-reducing-the-burden-of-tuberculosis/
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2016/10/20/health-matters-reducing-the-burden-of-tuberculosis/
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2016/10/20/health-matters-reducing-the-burden-of-tuberculosis/
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Healthmatters – reducing the burden of TB: included infographics, blogs, a slide set, 
a video, data and other resources such as the TB Strategy for England and the 2016 
Annual TB report for England. 

 
5 - NICE TB quality standards 
 

10 January 2017 - NICE published the tuberculosis quality standard (QS141) on their 
website. https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs141.  
 
There are six TB quality standards which are: 
 
1. Latent TB testing for people from high-incidence countries 
2. Latent TB testing for adults with HIV 
3. Improved diagnosis of pulmonary TB using rapid diagnostic nucleic acid 

amplification tests 
4. Assessment of people who have a chest X-ray (or other imaging) suggestive of 

active pulmonary TB by the next working day 
5. Directly observed therapy is offered to people with active TB from under-served 

groups 
6. Accommodation is offered to people with pulmonary TB who are homeless 
 
Each quality standard includes a description, why, what the measure is i.e. who it’s 
for, what the data source is, what the outcome measure is, what it means for different 
audiences. 

 
6 - Under Served Populations (USPs) 
 

The USPs task and finish group has drafted ‘Tackling TB in Under-served 
Populations (USPs): a resource for TB Control Boards and their partners’. This 
document will be launched on 18 January 2017. 
 

The purpose of this resource is to improve our understanding of the health needs of 
USPs in relation to TB, and to support the design and delivery of multi-agency 
programmes and services to better meet those needs. It has been produced with 
multiple partners including PHE, NHS England, NHS Clinical teams, local 
government and TB Alert and will provide TB Control Boards and their partners with 
a framework around which to build collaborative programmes of work to reduce the 
burden of TB among USPs in their area. This will not only improve the health of these 
populations specifically but will protect the health of the wider population and 
contribute significantly to the wider aims of the Collaborative TB Strategy for 
England.  
 

Through 2017 TB Control Boards will be setting up workshops in their areas to work 
with their partners on how to make best use of the document with the development of 
local strategies to ensure the design and delivery of policies and programmes for 
working with USPs affected by TB.  
 

The next issue of the TB Strategy Update will be published on World TB Day, 
24 March 2017 and will include a focus on ‘Tackling TB in Under-served 
Populations (USPs): a resource for TB Control Boards and their partners’ 
 

To contact the National TB Office please email: tbstrategy@phe.gov.uk   
 

To subscribe to future updates please click here 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs141
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/collaborative-tuberculosis-strategy-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/collaborative-tuberculosis-strategy-for-england
mailto:tbstrategy@phe.gov.uk
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHPA/subscribers/new?preferences=true

